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Construct a scientific community of presenters in the science 
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be exposed to a variety of presenting formats to build self-esteem, 
increase communication skills and develop the scientific concepts. 
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Science Inquiry 

Skills 
 
 
Thinking Like a Scientist  
Observing 
Inferring 
Predicting 
Classifying 
Making Models 
♥Communicating 
 
 
Making Measurements 
Measuring 
Calculating 
 
 
 
Creating Data Tables  
And Graphs 
Data Tables 
Bar Graphs 
Line Graphs 
Circle Graphs 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conducting a Scientific 
Investigation 
Posing Questions 
Developing Hypotheses 
Designing an Experiment 
Controlling Variables 
Forming Operational      
Definitions 
Interpreting Data 
Drawing Conclusions 
 



 

 

Methodology  
 
 
 

1) Building a community 
 

2) Variety of Presentations 
 

3) Provide Rubrics 

 



BUILDING A COMMUNITY 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• Participation Points- every student gets called on early and 
often for answering questions to the class. 

 
 
• Partner Share-Students exchange information with a partner, 

then present their partners work to the class. 
 
 
• Cooperative Learning- Cooperative training tools handout, 

Rules for cooperative learning, Assign roles to students, 
Practice with non-academic tasks. Expand to use with science 
investigations.  

 
 
• Active Listening- Students record information from the 

presenter and answers to questions. This validates the presenter 
as an expert of information being presented to the class. 

 





 

 

 

Presentation 
 
 
 

Types  
 
 

 

 



Presentation Types  
 

• Journaling Key Terms:  A student gives a term, the 
definition, and how it relates to the chapter.  

 
• Lab Safety Presentation: A student makes a safety poster, 

explains it to a partner, the partner presents to the class.  
 
• Cooperative Group Work: Students assume roles during 

lab activities; the reporter presents the findings to the class. 
 

• Team Poster: Three students design a city map and assign 
cell organelles to each function of the city. They present to 
the class. 

 
• Recycle Project: Teams build a model of a city representing 

similar functions as parts of a cell. The team presents to class. 
 

• Word Processing Document: Teams of students write a 
booklet about the cell organelles and functions.  

 
• Power Point Presentation: Each student is to research a 

different topic, and presents individually to the class. 
 

• Copy-Change a poem:  Each student chooses a poem and 
replaces key elements with new information. The partner 
presents the new poem to the class. 

 
• Scientific Convention: Each student performs an individual 

science investigation, the student writes a formal lab, and 
presents to individuals visiting their booth. 

 
• Mock Interviews: Students respond in letter format to an 

advertisement for a teaching assistant.  



 

 

 

Presentation 
 
 
 

Details  
 
 

 

 



Presentation Details  
 

1) Journaling Key Terms:  A student gives a term, the 
definition, and how it relates to the chapter.  

 
2) Lab Safety Presentation: A student makes a safety poster, 

explains it to a partner, the partner presents to the class.  
 
3) Cooperative Group Work: Students assume roles during 

lab activities; the reporter presents the findings to the class. 
 

4) Team Poster: Three students design a city map and assign 
cell organelles to each function of the city. They present to 
the class. 

 
5) Recycle Project: Teams build a model of a city representing 

similar functions as parts of a cell. The team presents to class. 
 

6) Word Processing Document: Teams of students write a 
booklet about the cell organelles and functions.  

 
7) Power Point Presentation: Each student is to research a 

different topic, and presents individually to the class. 
 

8) Copy-Change a poem:  Each student chooses a poem and 
replaces key elements with new information. The partner 
presents the new poem to the class. 

 
9) Scientific Convention: Each student performs an individual 

science investigation, the student writes a formal lab, and 
presents to individuals visiting their booth. 

 
10) Mock Interviews: Students respond in letter format to an 
advertisement for a teaching assistant.  



 

 

 

Implementation  

 

 

Plan 



Life Science 7th grade Holt Science Text 
18-week plan  (Semester 1) 

 

 
 
 

Week  
 

Chapter  
 

Chapter Title Standard  
 

Presentation 

1 
 

0 Class Room Rules 
Ice Breaker Activities 
Cooperative Group Skills 

7,7b,7c,7e Partner Share  
Cooperative Group 

2 
 

1 The world of life science 3, 3a,  
7,7a,7b,7e 

Key word-Journaling 
Cooperative Group 

3 
 

1 The world of life science 7,7a,7b,7c,7d,7e Key word-Journaling 
Partner Share 

4 
 

1 The world of life science 7,7a,7b,7d Key word-Journaling 
Cooperative Group 

5 
 

2 It’s Alive! Or, Is It? 1,1a,1f,2,2a,2b 
5,5a,5b,7,7a 

Key word-Journaling 
Copy change poem 

6 
 

2 It’s Alive! Or, Is It? 1,1a,3,3c,7,7b Key word-Journaling 
Cooperative Group 

7 
 

2 It’s Alive! Or, Is It? 1,1a,2,2e,7,7a 
7b,7c,7e 

Key word-Journaling 
Partner Share 

8 
 

3 Light and Living Things 6,6a,6e,6f,6g 
7,7a,7b,7c,7d 

Key word-Journaling 
Portfolio #1 

9 
 

4 Cells: Basic Unit of Life 1,1a,1b,1f,5,5a, 
5b,7,7a,7b,7d 

Key word-Journaling 
Cooperative Group 

10 
 

4 Cells: Basic Unit of Life 1,1a,1b,1c,1f,2, 
2e,4,4e,5,5a,7a 

Key word-Journaling 
Cell catalogue 

11 
 

4 Cells: Basic Unit of Life 1,1a,1b,1c,1d, 
6f,7,7a,7b,7c 

Key word-Journaling 
Partner Share 

12 
 

5 The Cell in Action 1,1a,7,7a,7c,7e Key word-Journaling 
Cell as a city -Maps 

13 
 

5 The Cell in Action 1,1a,1b,3c,4,5, 
5a,7,7a,7c 

Key word-Journaling 
Cooperative Group 

14 
 

5 The Cell in Action 1,1b, 1e, 1f, 2,2e,
7b, 7d 

Key word-Journaling 
Cell as a city -Model 

15 
 

6 Heredity 2b,2c,2d,5,5f, 
7,7b,7c,7d 

Key word-Journaling 
Partner Share 

16 
 

6 Heredity 1,1c,1e,2a,2b, 
5a,7,7b,7c 

Key word-Journaling 
Cooperative Group 

17 
 

7 Genes and Gene Technology 1,1a,7,7a,7b,7c Key word-Journaling 
Partner Share 

18 
 

7 Genes and Gene Technology 2,2a,2d,2e,3b Key word-Journaling 
Portfolio #2 



 

 

 

C l a s s 

 

 

R u b r i c s 



 
C l a s s   R u b r i c s  

 
• Oral Presentation Rubric: Students work on six areas of 

performance: Body Language, Eye Contact, Introduction, Pacing, 
Poise, and Voice. This rubric is scaled from one-to-four and is teacher 
graded. This documents student improvement over the year. 

 
• Group Participation Rubric:  Based on instructions for 

cooperative group work including: Helping, Listening Participating, 
Persuading, Questioning, Respecting, and Sharing. This rubric is 
scaled from one to four and teacher graded. This documents student 
improvement over the year. 

 
• Portfolio Rubric: A comprehensive portfolio will contain all of the 

following: Required Materials, Inclusions, Concepts, Critique, 
Organization, Presentation and Enthusiasm. This grade is a percentage 
grade: 90-100=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, 10-59=F, 0= *no 
work submitted. 

 
• Resume Rubric: A portfolio resume will contain the following 

information: Introduction (of self as a science student), Qualifications 
for position (detailing what the student learned), Skills (what you are 
able to do), Conclusion (include how science will help you in life?). 

 
• Self-Assessment: Students grade self and team partners following 

group activities. Using a scale of 0,1, and 2, students read through a 
list of questions for themselves and their partner’s participation. 
Individuals add up the points and make suggestions for working better 
next time. 

 
• Student Assessment: Student completes a presentation assessment 

on the different presentation styles. Using a rating scale of one-to-five, 
1= low interest and 5= high interest. They grade each activity and 
include what they liked or disliked about the presentations. Students 
can make suggestions to improvements and changes. 















 

Name: _____________
Teacher: ___________
Per. ____ Date: _____

Student Assessment of Learning Activities:
Rate each activity according to how beneficial each activity helped you learn
the material. Circle the number that best describes your learning experience.

1= Low value,       5= High value

Journaling Key Terms 1 2 3 4 5

Lab Safety Presentation  1 2 3 4 5

Cooperative Group Work 1 2 3 4 5

City Map Team Poster 1 2 3 4 5

City Model Recycle Project 1 2 3 4 5

Word Processing Document 1 2 3 4 5

Power Point Presentation 1 2 3 4 5

Copy-Change a poem 1 2 3 4 5

Scientific Convention 1 2 3 4 5

Mock Interviews 1 2 3 4 5

1. If your could only pick one activity to keep, it should be, explain why:

2. If your could only pick one activity to remove, it should be, explain why:

3. Future suggestions: ___________________________________________
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Research 

 

Report 

 
Basic Essay or Powerpoint 









 

Science 
  

Portfolio  
 

 

Reflection of student work 









 

 

 

Mock 

 

Interviews 









 

Other 

 

Presentation 

 

Ideas  
 






